The bird was alone, hovering qver a raft of decomposing seaweed that had lain some weeks on a shore and become filled with maggots (no doubt of the beach fly, Ccelopa frigida) and then floated away. The bird had maggots in its stomach.
Sterna dougalli. ROSEATE TERN.--To the list of Maine specimens summarized in 1913, • may be added one more record. Mr. Everett Smith and I were at Bluff Island May 29, 1914, and saw and watched for some thne three Roseate Terns. They were constantly chasing each other, high in the air, most of the time over the island, but occasionally flying out over the water considerably lower than when over the land. It was too early to have had eggs, as but one tern's egg was seen on the island on this day.
Hydrochelidon nigra surinamensis. BkiCK TERn'. The birds were usually congregated over the drifting rafts of decaying seaweed, floated from the shores, and at Bluff Island, they hovered feeding, where the surf was washing the edge of a bank of this seaweed stranded on the beach.
Several specimens collected at sea, had maggots in their stomachs, probably Coelopafrigida, which breeds on the beaches in the stranded and rotting seaweed.
A noteworthy feature of this flight was that it was offshore, few or none of the birds being observed at the ponds by the sea where they usually In his ' Birds of Maine ' Mr. Smith reported a pair, male and female, taken at Great Pond, Cape Elizabeth, November, 1880Y Curiously, in citing this record Dr. Knight omitted one of these, recording but one.
Four were taken at Nahumkeag Pond, Pittston, "about the eighth of October, 1896." s by Charles Thurber, two of which were preserved. • • 1915. Cooke, Bird-Lore, XVII: 124.
